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March, 1670. © | | | | 

He was ho ſooner thus qualified but he was ſent by the hen Preſident of » Magdalen Col-* * 
ledve; the Reverend Dr, 7 homas Perce, to ſerve in his Cure of Bringzon in Northampron-' - 
#hire, and continued there ſome years, not without ſome ſpecial Marks of Favour from the 
Right Honourable the Earl of S«nderland, who lived in that Pariſh. ON 

Bur Dr. Pierce being made Dean of Sarum, about the year 1675. he quitted that Caracy, 
as the orher did his Living, and went upon Invitation given him, to live with the Dean 
in his own Houle at Sarum; where he ſoon after in the year 1676. beſtowed upon him, 
Firſt a Preb-»d,and then a Preſentation to St. Maries in Marlborough. \-Inthe year following, 
1677. he_Travelled with Mr. Jo: Norborne, of Calne in Wiltſhire: But before he had 
ſpent full rwelye months in France with him, he was recalled back into England upon 
the Fare) ot Bedminſter by Briſtol, which is the Name of that Living whereof he is now 
Poſlelt.- . | | 
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ſt he was abroad, he neither Studied at St. Dmers, nor Doway, neither everſagw 
thoſe Places, neither ever Travelled over ay part of Flanders or Jtaly, bur of France 
*ON:V; a ; | NL We. 
Ar Paris chiefly, '( and in the Academy of Monfieur Foubert a Proteſtant ) he ſpent near 
_ {exea-months of rhe time he ſtayed there. And all rhar rime frequented the Engliſh Em- 
Paffarors Chappel, - received the Sacrament whenever it was adminiſtred, Preacht twice, and 
Read Prayers often. in that Chappel during his ſtay there, | GO 
Ar Giea upon the Loyre, he ſojourned in Monſieur Du Paizy, the Proteſtant Miniſters 
Houſe, and all the time he ftayed there, ( which was about fix weeks, ) he went conſtantly 8 
to the Prozteftant Church, and. to that” ovly : And moreover, received" the Sacrament fromt* 
Monfieur Da Paizyes Hands, *ehiefly to 'make the Papiſts there deſpair of warping bim to. _ 


their Communion, unto which he-had been (ollicited t& offers of- erme 
4 ſollicited by ſome offers of Preferment. 


Ar Blvis he frequented the Proteſtant Church in like manner, and. lodged in a Proteftants. * 
Houſe by the ſpace of /1x weeks more, and never lodged in Papiſts, but when the Neceſfries . © 
of T ravet would admit of #0 other,,: ne | $i 


-  » Yet he dorh not deny but he ſought curiouſly the Acquaintanee of any men wore famous 

than other, within the feveral Orders that are in the Charch of Rome, as well as of thoſe in 
the Proteſtant Churches. And rhat he frequently heard the Peres Bourdalou and Menefrie, 
(as well as the Reverend Clode and Daille, &c.) toraſmuch as they were great Maſters 
of rhe Language, and of the Pulp/t. RS. 

He doth not deny, bur that he ſaw Maſs performed ?wice or thrice, whilſt he was abroad, 
( having never ſeen it performed in EngJand, ) But faith 'twas Curioſity, not Religion carried 
him thither. And that he only went to See and Obſerve, not to Partake, and much leſs 
ro. 4/j/t ar thar Yoſt Jdolatrous Sacrifice. 

He declarcth thar he is ſo tar from being Staggered in his __ by what he ſaw, that 
he is but the more Confirmed and Rooted in ic. And ſhall chooſe to live out of an Alms- 
Basket, within the Communion of the Church of England, rather than be tempred by the 
Oft-r of any Preferment ( be it never ſo Great ) to Apoſtatize from Her. 

Sinc2 his return in Zxg/and, 1678. He hath made it his By/inefs more than ever, to ſerve 
this Churches Intereſt; and Lives and As in all humble Obedience unto all Her Laws. 
Owns Her FHomilies and Articles, the Standard of True Proteſtant Religion. Hath fre- 
quently S»b/cribed to them, and to the Book of Canons and Conſtitutions, and perhaps few 
men vary leſs, from the Rubrick in performing all rhe Dfffices contained within the Book 
of Comman-P rayer. | 

Hz? hath taken the Oaths of A/egiance and Supremacy at leaſt Eight ſeveral times, as his 
Circumſtances have required him, and how he hath Preacht and Ated in Conformity 
thereto, there are Thouſands in the City of Briſtol! will bear him witnels. 

He hath hitherto refuſed no Teſts to aſſure him to the Government, tor a True Þ:0- 
teſfant, and is farther ready ro embrace any future Teſts, that (ſhalllawfully be im- 


poled on him. | | 
So thar 'ris mightily to be wondred at, How it comes abour thar he is traduced for a 


P apiſt, Or aAy ways P opijhly A felted. 
For, beſides that even his Enemies that wiw perſecatg him, cannot deny, but though he 


"F&: (au\ -* (2) 


be very Towne, yer he leadeth a moſt Strift and Severe Life, and ſomeway Anſwerable to 


his 7Zigh Character and Calling : He hath a Cloud .of Friends to atteſt that he hath been 
always moſt 1:duſtrious to ſerve the King and the Church of England, notwithilanding the 
Many Difficulties which he hath had to wre/t/e with, and ſome more than Ordinary Diſ- 


courazements too, ſince he came to Briſtol. 


For Example. 


T. It is Notoriouſly known there, that in /ef than 7wo years ſpace he Profelyted many 


Anabaptiſts and Quakers, Baprizing them Palickly. 

II. That in the fame ſpace of Time he hath verfoltly grounded near two hundred Children 
in the Church of Enzlands Catechiſm, and it is not long ſince he carried up near an hundred 
of them to th2 Co/edge, there ro be Confirmed by the Preſent Bifhop. 

HE Ir is certain that whether he Preach or Read the Prayers only, he is never without 
a full Auditory, and that there are three times the number of Communicants, that uſed to 
be, whenſoever he hath adminiſtred rhe Zoly Sacrament. 

IV. There are many moſt worthy Gentlemen in that City, that will not be 4/hamed to 
own their. E/tabliſhment in the Church of England, to the great pains which he hath taken 
with, and among them. 

V. Laſtly, Foraſmuch as his preſent Circumſtances do require it, he may dare to Boaſt 
farcher; That as no Towg Man was ever more perſecuted by the Church of Englands Ene- 
mics within thar City; and particularly, by Day, Toung, Toung the Preacher, Whitehead, 
Hort, Roe, Read, Tyley, Croſley their Faftors ; So harh no 7oung Man been ever more 
belov'd rhere, among Drs, and our Graciow Sovereigns moſt obedient Subjeifs and 


Friends. 
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Sir John Lloyd's Certificate concerning Mr. Thompſon, tind 
Seal of the Office of bis Majoralty. © © 


OT ra Richard Thompſon, Vicar of St. Mary Redcliff, and St. 7, " SIAN ewo Emi- 


nent Churches within the City of Briſtol, even from the time of his firſt appea- 
rance to officiate in thoſe Churches, harh been privily traduced, and now of late openly 
and maliciouſly branded, by the mulriforme Fanaticks of this City, tor a Church-Papitt 
and Jeſuire, for the Rector of St. Omers, fo Nick-naming St. 7 homas, and with many like 
Terms of Obloquy and Slander, the Invention whereot may be reckon'd upon as the very 


firft and peculiar gitt of that Party, whoſe great and only Maſter-piece it hath been and 


O 


ſtill is, by like Maliciouſly Witty and Wicked Methods and Arrtifices to expole alike His 
Loyalty and Miniſtry, and to leſſen thar Eſteem and Repurarion he hath thereby gained 
in the Hearts and Atfections of all the Kings Myeſties Loyal and Loving Subjects within 
this City. 

Theſe are therefore at the Requeſt of and juſt Due to the ſaid Richard 7 hompſon, to 
Certifie unto all, unto whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, rhar the faid Richard 7 hompſon, 
is well known to me Fohn Lloyd, Knight, and Mayor of the faid City, and to all the Kings 
Majeſties Loyal and Loving Subjects therein, to be a Perſon of moſt Innocent and Exem- 
plary Life and Converſation, a moſt Conſtant and Careful Diſpenter of Gods moſt Holy 
Word unto the People under his Charge, a moſt Diligent and Zealous Aflertor of rhe 
Kings Majeſties Supremacy in all Cauſes Eccicſiaſtical and Civil, in oppoſition to all Schil- 
matical and FaCtious Perſons and Principles, under what Names foever they paſs or pre- 
vail amongſt us, and alſo of all rhe Chriſtian Doctrines, together with the Rircs and Ce- 
remonics of the Clrurch of Fng/and, as they are now Owned and Eſtabliſhed by Law. 

In Teſtimony whereof I have cauſed the Seal of my Office of Maoralty to be affixed, 
Dated the Eighteenth Day of Sepremty | 
4 

ny ANI 
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«x, lately of Briſtol, his Certificate. 


" 3 are to Certifie whom it may concern, That Mr. Richard Thompſon, Miniſter 
of St. Mary Redcliff, in the City of Briſtol, is a Perſon of much more than ordi- 
nary Endowments for Learning, an Excellent Preacher, and which crowns both the tormer, 
a man of a Clean Life and Unreprovable Converſation. A Perſon free from Novelties 
in Religion, but very Sound and Orthodox in the Doctrins he Preaches : and rthorowly 
Conformable as to Diſcipline. Thoſe Pariſhioners when he came to them were a perverle 
I|-principled People. His Convincing Arguments togecher with his modeſt and prudent 
Behaviour among them, hath brought them to Conformity, and made ſome Chriſtians in- 
deed who betore he came were only reputed ſo. He hath Converted Quakers, and brought 
many Non-Conformiſts home again to the Church. The Truth is, his Learning, Induſtry 
in his Calling, and his moſt Exemplary Life, may be an Excellent Pattern tor all that 
City Miaſters to Imitate. And it would be both for their Credit and Comfort todo atter 
his moſt Laudable Example. | 

I could fay much more of him, becauſe whilſt T was Biſhop of Briftol, he lived under my 
own Eye. I was Witneſs to that Great and Good Succeſs God did Bleſs the Great Pains 
he took in the place where yet he is. Himſelf and one Clergy-man or two more, was all 
I could .boaſt of in that City whilſt IT was their Biſhop. But in Concluſion, I know no 
Man of his Years, that better deſerves very good Preferment in our Church, than this 
Young Man doth. And this I do Teſtifie ſincerely from my heart, and give under my 
hand, this fourteenth day of September, in the Year of our Lord, 1679. at my Palace 
un Chicheſter. 


Joha Lloyd, Myor. 


Guy C hichefer. 
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giftrum, © Vicarium de Bedminiter juxta Briſtoliam, James apud nos commatus. | 

. eſt, pie vitam, ſobrieq; & laudabiliter traduxiſſe.. Tn concionibus ſape habendis ſedulaicuram} 
adhibuiſſe, ftrenue ſtudiis 7 heologicis navaſſe operam; Nec unquam ( quod ſcimus )idicuifſe | 

quicquam* vel tenuiſſe, quod Eccleſia Anglicana non etiam approbat atqae tuetur. - Cujits Prep- 

ſertim' Diſcipline & ſupertoribus quibuſcunque ab omni parte conformem \nmorigerumgue ſe pre- | 
ftitit. In quorum omnium 7 eſtimonium, & fidem iiſdem faciendam, nomina'noſtra & cognomina, | | 

plane & ex animo oppoſuimus. Sept, I 3. - Annogz Salutis reparate: L679. ' wn 


Rs 3p Mnibus quorum intereſt innoteſcat per Preſentes, Ricardum Thompſon in Artibus Ma- 


Thomas Pierce Dec. Sarum 

- Daniel Whitby Precentor+ Sarum 
Ricardus Drake Cancellarins Sarum: 
Ricardus Hill Can. Refid. Sarum * 
Franciſcus Horton Can. Refid. Safumy $: 


- Certificate Siened by feveral of his Auditors upon the Thirtieth of January, 1679, Fs | 
beg Perſons of great Reputation for Loyalty as well as Fortune. * 


| Heſe are to Certific all whom it may concern, That we whoſe Names are hercunts | 
| - Subſcribed, were preſent ar the Pariſh Church of St. Thomas within the Ciry..of 
Briſtel,on the Thirtieth Day of January, 1679. where we then heard Mr. Richard Thompſon | | 
Preach very folemaly on the Occaſion of that Days Faſt. , To which Sermon every one*| | 
of us for himſelf doth Declare, he was very attentive. And we do all hereby Certifie- |: 
and Declare. that we do not remember that rhe ſaid Mr. 7 hompſon, did then ſay in his | | 
Prayer -or Sermon, 7 hat there was no Popiſh Plot, but a Presbyterian Plot, or any thing 
to that, or the like effe&t. And we are ready to make Oath of the ſame, if required. 
But on the contrary ,we have heard him deteſt and abhor thePopiſh Plor. And we do further ! | 
Certifie thar the faid Mr. 7hompſon, is, and by all the time we have known him, bath been | | 
a True and Loyal Subject to our Moſt Gracious Sovereign, .and ofa very: Sober and Pions } 
Life and Converſation amongſt us, every way ſuitable to his FunCtion. . Witneſs Qur } ; 
Hands this 'Thirteenth day of November, 1680. | ris t 


Fohn Hicks, Alderman. Fohu Oliff Daniel Pym 
Richard Crump Alderman. Fohn Teomans Thomas Hartwell 
Fohn 'Enight Fohn Combes Edmund Arundel 
George Morgan ' _ . George Bourchier Richard Benſon 
Thomas Davidge 7 homas Turner Francis Teomans 
Edmond Brand George Hart Thomas Darbin 
Fohn Broadway Fames Millerd Charles Allen. 
| Walter Gunter Ralph Oliff. | 
—— — Fotm #eltier Tames Twyford 
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